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Cary J. Mogerman is one of the most highly regarded divorce lawyers in Missouri and well-
known to other top family law attorneys throughout the United States. He is a Fellow of the
American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers and in 2022, served as President of the national
organization.  He is  a  Diplomate  of  the  American College  of  Family  Trial  Lawyers,  an
invitation-only assemblage limited to 100 members throughout the United States; Cary is a
member of its executive committee. He is a Fellow of the International Academy of Family
Lawyers.

Cary is listed in Band 1 of Chambers and Partners “High Net Worth” guide for Family and
Matrimonial Law in Missouri. He has been included by his peers in The Best Lawyers in
America in the field of Family Law since 1999. He was named the St. Louis “Lawyer of the
Year for Family Law” by this publication in 2024, 2019, and 2009. A trial lawyer, negotiator,
and AAML-certified family law arbitrator and mediator, Cary is listed annually by St. Louis
Magazine  as  one  of  St.  Louis’  “Top  Lawyers”  for  Family  Law.  The  publication
Missouri/Kansas Super Lawyers lists him as one of St. Louis’ “Top 50 Super Lawyers” as
well as one of the “Top 100 Super Lawyers” in Missouri and Kansas. He was included in
Super Lawyers’ list of “Top 5 Family Law Super Lawyers” for Missouri and Kansas in 2026
as well  as the “Top 10 Super Lawyers” for Missouri and Kansas in 2023, 2024 (voted
number 2), 2025 (voted number 1), and 2026. Cary just completed a six-year term on the
Missouri  Commission  on  Retirement,  Removal,  and  Discipline  of  Judges,  having  been
appointed to the post by the Board of Governors of the Missouri Bar.

Cary is a past recipient of the “Roger P. Krumm Family Law Practitioner of the Year Award”
of the Missouri Bar Family Law Section. The award is presented annually to one lawyer in
recognition of “exceptional competence, skill, integrity, commitment, and dedication toward
the improvement and advancement of the practice of family law.”

Cary believes a skillful  divorce lawyer keeps the case moving forward and resolves it
capably and in a dignified manner with minimal animosity and acrimony. “It doesn’t take
any particular skill to pour gasoline on hot coals and make them go ‘boom!’ Anyone can do
that,” Cary says. “The true challenge, and the art of family law advocacy, is preventing that
‘boom’ from happening whenever possible.” Cary’s clients find him to be a strong advocate
and assertive in a manner that is not unnecessarily provocative in the already difficult
environment of a divorce. He is accessible and responsive to his clients by phone, cell, and
email. His even temperament has helped guide many clients through the challenge of a
divorce  over  the  years.  He  appreciates  that  each  family  is  different  and  requires  an
approach tailored to its specific needs to reach a successful resolution.

Cary enjoys teaching, as well as professional speaking and writing, and served for seven
consecutive years on the faculty of the “ABA Family Law Trial  Advocacy Institute,” an
intensive eight-day family law trial school offered in Boulder, Colorado, to lawyers from all
over the U.S. by the American Bar Association Family Law Section. He has taught at the
“Institute for Family Law Associates” of the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers
since 2007 and has co-chaired this national training program for family law attorneys. He
lectures on a wide range of family law topics for local and national organizations such as the
American Academy of  Matrimonial  Lawyers,  the Association of  Family and Conciliation
Courts, the Missouri Bar, the Missouri Judicial College for Trial Court Judges, the University
of  Missouri,  the  Bar  Association  of  Metropolitan  St.  Louis,  the  St.  Louis  County  Bar

http://aaml.org/
http://acftl.com/
http://iafl.com/
http://iafl.com/
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Association, the Land of Lincoln Legal Assistance Foundation, and just about any other legal
or other organization that invites him.

Cary  has  co-authored  many  articles  for  legal  journals  and  continuing  legal  education
programs.  He  has  also  co-authored  two  chapters  in  the  Missouri  Bar’s  deskbook
entitled  Missouri  Family  Law:  “Characterization  and  Division  of  Property  in
Divorce” and “Conflicts of Law,” and has co-authored an informational book about divorce
law for lay people entitled A Guide to Divorce in Missouri: Simple Answers to Complex
Questions (Addicus Books 2017).

Recognizing that negotiation skills are a critical complement to courtroom skills, Cary has
completed several negotiation skills training programs offered by the AAML in partnership
with the Harvard Law School Program on Negotiation and in 2020, he completed training in
Family Law Arbitration by the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, and is available
for arbitration engagements. In 2025, he completed a 40-hour advanced course in family
law mediation by the same organization and is available for mediation engagements.

In addition to his divorce practice, Cary maintains an interest in appellate practice, having
briefed and argued nearly thirty appeals in Missouri appellate courts.

A past-president of Congregation Temple Israel in St. Louis, Cary is married and the father
of three adult children.

Practice Areas

Family Law

Awards & Recognition

Best Lawyers
“The Best Lawyers in America” – Family Law (1999-present)

Lawyer of the Year – Family Law (2009; 2019; 2024)

Super Lawyers
Missouri & Kansas Super Lawyers (2005-present)

Top 5: Family Law Missouri & Kansas Super Lawyers (2026-present)

Top 10: Missouri & Kansas Super Lawyers (2023-present)

Top 50: St. Louis Super Lawyers (2005 – 2009, 2011 – present)

Top 100: Missouri & Kansas Super Lawyers (2006 – present)

American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers
Fellow (present)

“Fellow of the Year” Award (2018-2019)

Chambers  and  Partners  “High  Net  Worth”  guide,  Family/Matrimonial  Law,  Band  1
(2021-present)

Diplomate, American College of Family Trial Lawyers

Fellow, International Academy of Family Lawyers

St. Louis’ “Top Lawyers” for Family Law, St. Louis Magazine

Roger P. Krumm Family Law Practitioner of the Year, Missouri Bar (2008)

John C. Shepherd Award for Professionalism, Bar Association of Metropolitan St. Louis
(1997)

https://www.amazon.com/Guide-Divorce-Missouri-Answers-Questions/dp/1940495652
https://www.amazon.com/Guide-Divorce-Missouri-Answers-Questions/dp/1940495652
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One of Missouri’s “Best Divorce Attorneys,” Missouri Lawyers Weekly

“AV” peer-reviewed rating, Martindale-Hubbell Legal Director

Professional & Community Involvement

Member  and  past-Chair,  Missouri  Commission  on  the  Retirement,  Removal  and
Discipline of  Judges,  sitting as one of  two Missouri  Bar members appointed by the
Missouri Bar Board of Governors (2017-2023)

Past-President, Missouri Chapter, American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers

Member, Family Law Section, American Bar Association

Master  of  the  Bench,  Theodore  McMillian  American  Inn  of  Court  (2012-present;
President, 2024)

Member, Family Law Section, Missouri Bar

Member, Family Law Section, Bar Association of Metropolitan St. Louis

Former Chair, Family Law Section, Bar Association of Metropolitan St. Louis

Publications

“Perspectives on De-Mystifying Trusts and Existing Estate Plans in Your Divorce
Practice,” presented with attorney Brad D.  Zimmerman,  for  the Missouri  Chapter,
AAML Biennial Advanced Family Law Symposium, St. Louis, Missouri, April 10, 2026.

“Attorney’s Field Guide to Managing Difficult Clients”,  presented with attorney
Anita Rodarte of Kansas City for the Missouri Chapter, AAML Biennial Institute, Kansas
City, Missouri, April 19, 2024.

“Civility and the Practice of Family Law: How Seldom is Heard a ‘Discourteous’
Word?”, presented to in a plenary session to the Introductory and Advanced Courses of
the AAML’s annual Institute for Family Law Associates, Chicago Illinois, June 26, 2022. 
Presented with Commissioner Susan Jensen, Esq. of Springfield, Missouri.

“Divorce Taxation Revisited”,  presented  to  the  AAML’s  Institute  for  Family  Law
Associates,  Advanced  Course,  Chicago,  Illinois,  June  24,  2022.    Program was  co-
presented with Thomas C. Ries, Esq., Baltimore, MD.

“Arbitration in Domestic Relations Cases—the “Next Big Thing” in Family Law
Dispute Resolution?”,  presented by U.S. Arbitration and Mediation via webinar on
September 17, 2021.   Program was co-presented with Anne Bauer, Esq. of Clayton,
Missouri.

“Trial Techniques: Best Practices, Evidence, and Dealing with Shenanigans,”
presented remotely for 2021 Biennial Advanced Family Law Symposium, presented by
the Missouri Chapter, American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, and the Missouri Bar,
on April 7 and May 9, 2021.  Program was co-presented with F. Richard Van Pelt, Esq. of
Springfield, Missouri.

“As  Fair  as  Fair  Can  Be:   When  an  Equitable  Division  Is  Not  An  Equal
Division,” for the 2019 Biennial Symposium on Advanced Family Law, presented by the
Missouri Chapter, American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, on April  4,  2019, St.
Louis and on April 5 2019, Kansas City, co-presented in both locations with Anita I.
Rodarte, Esq. of Kansas City, Missouri.

“2017 Family Law Update: Cases and Statutes”  for  the Family Law Track CLE
program, Missouri Bar Annual Meeting and Judicial Conference, September 14, 2017,
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Kansas City, Missouri.  Co-presented with my law partner, Joseph Kodner.

“Ethics in Real Life: Professional Responsibility in the Family Law Setting”– a 75
minute presentation on issues in legal ethics for a plenary session of the annual Family
Law Conference of the Missouri Bar, August 3, 2017, Branson, Missouri.

“Unique  Remedies  for  Unique  Family  Law  Problems,”  for  the  2017  Biennial
Symposium on Advanced Family Law, presented by the Missouri Chapter,  American
Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers on April 20, 2017, Kansas City, Missouri, and April 21,
2017, St Louis, Missouri, co-presented in both locations with Anita I. Rodarte, Esq. of
Kansas City, Missouri.

“Taxes, Settlements and Business Valuations: Quick Hits—In Depth Tips,” for the
annual meeting of the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, Chicago, Illinois,
November 3, 2016.  The presentation to nearly 400 attorneys from around the country
focused on tax considerations embedded in divorce settlement structures which involved 
either complex spousal support, or the sale, transfer, or valuation of business interests
for  equitable  distribution  purposes.  Co-presenters  were  Jeffrey  W.  Brend,  Esq.  of
Chicago, and Thomas C. Ries, Esq. of Baltimore.

“Trusts, Corporations, and other Third Parties in Divorce Litigation,”  for the
Family  Law Section,  Bar  Association of  Metropolitan St.  Louis,  St.  Louis,  Missouri,
November 23, 2015.

“100 Days to Trial:   Practical  Pointers for Prudent Preparation!”–  a national
webinar co-presented with Robert N. Rosen, Esq. of Charleston, South Carolina, for the
American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, September 29, 2015.

“Hot Tips:  Practice Pointers from the Experts”– one of four panelists selected for
the  Missouri  Bar  Family  Law  Section’s  15th  Annual  Family  Law  Conference;  co-
presenters were Michael S.J. Albano, Esq., Lori J. Levine, Esq., and F. Richard Van Pelt,
Esq.,  Branson, Missouri, August 7, 2015.

“Income Tax Issues and Challenges in Divorce,” co-presented with Thomas C. Ries,
Esq. of Baltimore, Maryland for the 2013 Annual Institute for Family Law Associates,
American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, Chicago, Illinois, June 22, 2013; June 21,
2014; June 27, 2015; June 25, 2016; June 24, 2017; June 23, 2018; also anticipated June
2019.

https://www.carmodymacdonald.com/joseph-kodner

